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estimates which range from 300,000 to 1,000,000.
The investigations of the United States Department
of Labor indicate the smaller number,

The motives for this northward migration are va-
rious. The offer of higher wages is the most impor-
tant The desire to get for their children great-
er educational advantages than are offered in the
South is also impelling. The belief that race prej-
udice is less strong in the North is another in-
ducement to leave the South, for "Jim Crow" cars
and political disfranchisement have irritated many.
Finally the dread of lynch law may be mentioned
as a motive for migration, though its actual impor-
tance may be doubted. Not ail the negroes who
have moved to the North have remained there.
Many do not allow for the higher cost of food and
shelter in their new home, and these demands upon
the higher wages leave a smaller margin than was
expected. Others find the climate too severe,
while still others are unable or unwilling to work
regularly at the speed demanded-

The overwhelming mass of the negro population
in the South, and therefore in the nation, is still
rural, though among them, as among the whites,
the drift toward the cities is marked. The chief
occupations are agriculture, general jobbing not